24. [amended] The article of claim 23 wherein said layer 
[comprised] consisting essentially of zirconium compound, 
titanium compound or zirconium-titanium alloy compound [is 
comprised] consists essentially of zirconium compound or 
zirconium-titanium alloy compound. 


26. [amended] The article of claim 24 wherein said layer 
[comprised] consisting essentially of zirconium, titanium or 
zirconium-titanium alloy [is comprised] consists essentially of 
zirconium or zirconium-titanium alloy. 

27. [amended] The article of claim 25 wherein said layer 
[comprised] consisting essentially of zirconium, titanium or 
zirconium-titanium alloy [is comprised] consists essentially of 
zirconium or zirconium-titanium alloy. 


Claims 1-21 have been canceled. Claims 22, 24, 26 and 27 
have been amended. 
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